Opponents and Us

In regard to Jesus’ teaching “love our enemies” many people ask, with anxiety, what is the best way of applying it.

Perhaps someone may have hurt us and caused us serious damage. Someone else may have left our spirit in distress by ingratitude. How to express love for them according to the principles of the Gospel?

It is important however, to point out that Jesus asks us to love our opponents but He does not recommend we accept or love what they do.

If a certain person has acted against us, we will clearly not applaud his behaviour. However, it is possible to receive him in an atmosphere of fraternity and understand that with his attitude he has acquired a heavy load of inner struggles to the detriment of himself. Moreover, we can perfectly love those who commit errors against us, understanding that due to our fallible condition, their mistakes today may be ours tomorrow.  

Similarly, let us imagine an ill person and his illness. Will we stop loving our sick ones just because they are sick and, as we talk about loving those who are sick, would we be teaching love for illnesses? 

Therefore, loving our opponents means to respect their points of view and to bless them whenever they take a different path from ours. In addition, every time they consciously fall into a spiritual darkness, let us remember the Christ Himself and deliver them to God, begging for their peace and mercy upon them because, in reality, they do not know what they are doing.
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