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Throughout 2009, the United Kingdom is celebrating the life and work of Charles Darwin with a variety of special programmes around the country. Darwin was a British scientist who laid the foundations of the theory of evolution and transformed the way we think about the natural world.

He had a very significant impact on the foundation of Spiritism and our series of texts will talk about what Spiritism is, and the context in which it was unveiled to the world. In this first part will focus on the concept of Spiritism and what Charles Darwin’s work meant for us.

The Spiritists’ Book states that ‘The fundamental principle of the spiritist theory, or Spiritism, is the relation of the material world with spirits, or the beings of the invisible world. We designate the adherents of the spiritist theory as spiritists.’ In the Question 799 it is described in what way can Spiritism contribute to progress: "By destroying materialism, which is one of the sores of society, and thus making men understand where their true interest lies. The future life being no longer veiled by doubt, men will understand more clearly that they can insure the happiness of their future by their action in the present life. By destroying the prejudices of sects, castes, and colours, it teaches men the large solidarity that will, one day, unite them as brothers." This great philosophy of life followed a very interesting path, at a time where intense discoveries and revolutionary ideas were marking science and future generations. This historical time turned it into scientific reasoning, a philosophy with practical consequences and a way of thinking that has changed the view us, human beings, have of ourselves.

Spiritism came to our world firstly with Le Livre des Esprits (The Spirits' Book), which expounds a new theory of human life and destiny, was published in 1856. The book is structured as a FAQ, or, as a collection of questions, regarding the origin of the spirits, the purpose of the life, the order of the universe, evil, good and the afterlife. Its answers were given to him by a group of Spirits who identified themselves as "The Spirit of Truth", whom with he communicated with in several Spiritist sessions in the decade of the 1850s. It is important to analyse the context of what was happening around this time in the 19th century which allowed Allan Kardec to disclose his codified books to the world. There were different changes happening at the same time, such as in the field of psychology, science and biology.

For instance, in the last half of the 19th century, the concept of scientists, who were a special group of people who did science, was only developed at this time. It was only then that these individuals were considered to have a profession linked to scientific methodology. Louis Pasteur and Sir Oliver Wendell Holmes were some of the important names that are remembered in history from that time. Charles Darwin was a British scientist, who was born 200 years ago, and 50 years later unveiled his theory of natural selection. He was remarkably important for the launch of Spiritism to the World since at this time, most Europeans believed that the world was created by

God in seven days as described in the bible. At the age of 22, Darwin joined a five-year scientific expedition on the survey ship HMS Beagle in which he read Lyell's 'Principles of Geology'.

It suggested that the fossils found in rocks were actually evidence of animals that had lived many thousands or millions of years ago. His theory came to live in the Galapagos Islands, 500 miles west of South America. After returning to England in 1836, Darwin worked on his theory for 20 years. In 1859 Darwin published 'On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection'.

To mark these anniversaries there are different exhibitions going on in the United Kingdom.

More information can be found at:

http://www.darwin200.org

http://darwin-online.org.uk/

http://www.aboutdarwin.com/

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-on/darwin/
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