Spiritism and its origins – Part 2
By Carolina von Scharten

In the previous newsletter, the life and work of Charles Darwin was briefly discussed in relation to the impact it had for foundation of Spiritism. Our series of texts are talking about what Spiritism is, and the context in which it was unveiled to the world. In this second part will focus on Positivism, the great work of Auguste Comte and how it relates to Spiritism.
Positivism, according to Encyclopædia Britannica, is ‘a philosophical system that confines itself to the data of experience, excludes a priori or metaphysical speculations, and emphasizes the achievements of science.’ As a philosophical ideology and movement, Auguste Comte (1798 – 1857) was the father of this concept and inventor of the term sociology. Comte believed that the progress of the human mind had followed an historical sequence which he described as the law of three stages; theological, metaphysical and positive. In the first two stages, attempts were made to understand the nature of things through supernatural and metaphysical explanations. In the positive stage, by contrast, observation and experiment became the principal means to search for truth. Applying the law of three stages first to the development of the sciences, Comte later claimed that it applied to human intellectual development in general and that it held the key to the future progress of humanity.
The Spiritist Doctrine and Positivism are related in several ways since Spiritism blends together notions taken from Christianity, Positivism and Platonism. Firstly, there is a positive character on both concepts. Allan Kardec shows in Chapter I of The Genesis the scientific and positive character of Spiritism. He talks about the Revelation by doing hypothesis, observing and coming into conclusions. The spirits explain on this chapter that the ‘3rd revelation comes at an epoch of emancipation and intellectual maturity, where developed intelligence cannot agree to play a passive role; where man accepts nothing blindly, but wishes to see where one conducts him; to know the why and the how of everything.’ Secondly, Positivism encouraged society to think rationally about its order and progress. It preaches love as the principle, order as the base and progress as a result. Spiritism also preaches love as the principle in line with the moral laws, which will progress as we, human beings, progress. Although Positivism had a more materialistic view of life, it still had an influence on society in terms of getting them to think about the law of progress. 
Progress is one of the basic concepts we are thought through Spiritism, since the mission which each spirit accomplishes at each step of his progress is an element of the providential plan for ensuring the harmony of the universe. Through the study of reincarnation and mediumship Spiritism will expand the view society has around social differences. 

More information can be found at:
The Genesis by Allan Kardec
The Spirits’ Book by Allan Kardec

What is Spiritism by Allan Kardec
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